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OFVO Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

3rd Quarter 2025 (Thursday, September 11, 2025)

IN ATTENDANCE

Attending via teleconference were Executive Director Tim Williams, Nathan Cherrington, board
members Anish Savjani, Elyse Taylor Liburd, Liz Mowe and Andrew Gay.

CALL TO ORDER
Recognizing a quorum of board members, Anish called the meeting to order on September 11,
2025 at 12:09 pm.

BOARD UPDATE
« Tim congratulated Anish on his recent Emmy win.

« Tim also congratulated Andrew and SOU on their recent recognition as one of the top
film programs in the nation.

« Elyse mentioned that she read this morning that Blue Ox films is expanding into SE
Portland and that they have recently worked with Nike, Netflix, and HBO.

BUDGET UPDATE
« Tim mentioned that the OFVO budget for the biennium was approved, the first quarter
cash flow has been received, and everything is looking good so far.

« Tim expressed that there is a slight possibility that the office will need to take a cut in
funding (of up to 10%) at some time in the 2025-27 biennium, but that there is nothing
definitive on that at this time.

Tim asked if there were any questions or comments. There were none.

NEW BUSINESS
« Tim stated that the OFVO office is set to move to their new location in the Hollywood
district of Portland on Sept 24.

« Tim said that he is planning to attend AFM (American Film Market) conference in
November.

o Tim also mentioned that he is hosting a regional commission meeting with the film
commissioners from Washington, Montana, and Utah on October 2nd to see what the
current film production climate in each state currently is and to discuss what things
can possibly be done to mutually benefit the film industry in all of those states in the
near future.

» Tim discussed the current Creative Opportunity Program budget and mentioned that
the final budget (sent to the board separately) will need to be voted on and approved
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by the board in order to move forward.

Tim paused to see if there were any specific questions on the Creative Opp budget
before going to vote.

Andrew abstained from the vote due to a conflict of interest due to his position at SOU.

Elyse moved to approve the budget as presented. Anish seconded, all in favor with one
abstention. The budget was approved as presented.

» Tim discussed that the Oregon Film office is currently looking in to ways to increase
their social media content. He also mentioned that the office doesn’t have a dedicated
staff for this effort and that he welcomes any ideas the board may have regarding this
effort as it goes forward.

Tim paused to ask if there were any questions. Liz asked if he had a written plan for this social
media effort. He replied that he sees our social media strategy as both to inform and to
connect our community but that a broader more definitive plan could be put together with
alternate staffing requirements, if that were to happen.

OLD BUSINESS

o Tim reported that the annual “Stand By Me Day” in Brownsville went well and was well
attended.

« Film Impact Grants have been awarded. Five short films and five feature films were
awarded grants of $5,000 to $20,000. Combined there were over 100 submissions to the
grant programs.

» Tim mentioned that the potential usage and build-out of the KGW/Pioneer Square
space is still in progress, and funds are still looking to be raised. Outside the Frame has
been using the space this summer for their programming.

e The New PDX airport wall mural is moving ahead and will be installed during the next
year.

Tim asked if there were any questions. Andrew asked if there was any update on the discussion
from the previous board meeting of Oregon Film and the Portland Film Office giving additional
funding to the OMPA to help keep them afloat and give them the opportunity to rebuild. Tim
replied that both Oregon Film and the Portland Film office have moved forward with providing
additional funding allowing the OMPA to continue to move forward, and that there are positive
steps being taken.

OMCF:
o Tim mentioned that there have been some Pathways placements of crew members on

recent projects including “Wishful Thinking” and “Via Negativa". Recently Tim and
Maria have been discussing and exploring placements that might provide a slightly
different experience on than what they have previously been on the larger scale
projects. These could include work on festivals, events, post production, editorial and
commercial production.
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Tim asked if there were any questions. Elyse asked if, regarding Pathways projects, there were
other things that crew members placed through the program could do other than direct
production work (such as working at screenings or promotional events). Tim responded that
there is not a concrete definition of job responsibilities that qualify for the program, so that
certainly is a possibility that can be discussed going forward.

PROJECT UPDATE
o Tim discussed that there have been some recent smaller productions filming here
including “Wishful Thinking”, “Via Negativa”, “In Tandem” (Bend), and “The
Devouring” (Astoria).

o There are several upcoming projects that are part of the L-OPIF program including
projects in Portland and Eugene.

« Tim mentioned that project inquiries are currently up, but that the contracts are
down. So, for whatever reason there are not as many projects following through with
filming here after their initial inquiries. This is indicative of an overall slowing of
production across the US and does not seem to just be unique to Oregon.

o With that said, Tim reiterated that there are currently OPIF funds available and the
office is very much working to recruit projects of all sizes into Oregon.

Tim asked if there were any questions. There were none.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE-

o Tim discussed that the most recent revenue forecast (Sept) was not good in that there
is a shortfall in the current biennium of at least half a billion dollars. He mentioned
that the good news is that the OPIF program did get a slight increase in the past
session.

» Tim also raised the question of timing for trying to get legislation passed in order to
extend the sunset date (of 2030) that is currently on the OPIF program. The plan could
look at addressing this sunset renewal plan in 2027 or waiting until the 2029 session.
There are pros and cons to both scenarios.

» Tim also circled back to the question from the previous board meeting regarding the
possibility of adding commercial productions to the OPIF program. Tim mentioned that
Washington state recently began promoting that they are incentivizing commercial
production, so that may be where some of the recent inquiries are coming from. Tim’s
concern is that making the change to incentivize commercial production work through
the OPIF program won’t have the impact that people think it will, and that it will just
deplete the fund, resulting in fewer feature projects filming in the state.

Tim asked if there were any further questions/comments. Nathan mentioned that the minutes
from the previous board meeting still needed to be approved before the meeting is adjourned.
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Anish moved that the board accept the 2nd Quarter 2025 Board Meeting minutes. Andrew
seconded. All in favor. The 2nd Quarter 2025 Meeting minutes were approved.

Tim declared the meeting adjourned at 12:57 pm.
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